
Using the CT ELDS with Families

Partnering to Promote 
Learning and Development:



From Parent Involvement to Family 
Engagement

Parent 
Involvement

Family 
Engagement

Parent= Caregiver Role Family= Wider Network 
of Support

Involvement= Participation Engagement=  A 
Deeper Level of 

Investment



What Does Research Tell us About 
Family Engagement?

• Parent involvement/family engagement is linked 
to improved social and academic outcomes 
for children (Hampton, Fantuzzo, Cohen, & 
Seking, 2004; Jeynes, 2012) 

• Higher levels of trust are correlated with 
improved outcomes (Adams & Christenson, 
2000)

• Role construction, efficacy and perceptions 
of teacher invitations influence parent’s 
involvement decisions (Reed, Jones, Walks, and 
Hoover-Demsey, 2000)



What Does Research Tell us 
About Family Engagement?

• While history influences engagement, student 
and teacher invitations and school climate are 
bigger predictors of family engagement (Whitaker 
& Hoover-Dempsey, 2013)

• Practices become less family-centered as children 
get older (Dunst, 2002)

• Families’ feelings of self-efficacy are a mediating 
factor in positive outcomes from family-centered 
care(Dunst & Trivette, 2009) 



What does this research mean 
for practice? 
–Family Engagement makes a 

difference for children’s outcomes!
–Program/school actions influence 

family engagement
–Building trust with families is 

important 
–When families feel a sense of self-

efficacy



General Strategies to Support 
Family Engagement

• Involve families in making decisions and 
setting goals for their child. 

• Engage families in two-way 
communication.  Listen to their concerns 
and observations about their children

• Support families in providing learning 
activities at home and in the community 
in a manner that promotes self-efficacy



General Strategies to Support 
Family Engagement
• Involve families in making program-level 

decisions and empower them to get 
involved in broader advocacy

• Support family engagement as a 
program-wide effort and philosophy

NAEYC Effective Family Engagement Principles 
(https://www.naeyc.org/familyengagement



Linking Engagement to Learning 
and Development
• Recent models of family engagement, 

including the Dual Capacity-Building 
Framework and the Head Start Parent, 
Family and Community Engagement 
Framework, focus on linking family 
engagement to learning (Mapp & 
Kuttner, 2013; U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, 2011)



Talking with Families about Their  
Child’s Learning and Development 
• Less research is available about the 

essence of these interactions.  What we 
do know is that:
– Strengths-based approaches work best
– Family input is valuable and accurate
– A focus on building trust and self-efficacy is 

important



The CT ELDS



Documents to Facilitate Family 
Engagement















What’s Coming Next?  Further 
Resources to Support Family 
Engagement
• The development of an assessment based 

upon the CT ELDS is underway
• Family input is planned as an integral part 

of the assessment process
• Work will be done to ensure that reporting 

of information from the assessment will be 
done in a manner that best supports what 
we know about engaging families



Contact Information

Michelle Levy
michelle.levy@ct.gov

860-713-6756


